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COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT 
4300 CHERRY CREEK DRIVE SOUTH 

DENVER, COLORADO 80246 

 

COLORADO HEALTH FACILITY  

ACQUIRED INFECTIONS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

May 28, 2013, MINUTES  
 

Note:  These minutes are a summary of the proceedings and motions of the May 26, 2013, meeting of the Colorado Health Facility 

Acquired Infections Advisory Committee. 
 

 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Cindy Thistel, chairperson, called the May 28, 2013, Colorado Health Facility 

Acquired Infections Advisory Committee (CHFAIAC) to order at approximately                                             

2:03 p.m. at the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, 4300 

Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver, Colorado, 80246. 

Members Present (In Person)  Cindy Thistel, Linda Burton, Colleen Casaceli,  Peggy SaBell  

Members Present (via 

teleconference) 

 

CDPHE Staff Present 

 

CDPHE Staff Not Present 

Dede de Percin, Deborah Teetzel, Heather Young, Paul Poduska, Dawn Benham, 

Allison Sabel-Soteres 

 

Tamara Hoxworth, Karen Rich, Rosine Angbanzan, Carolyn Elliott  

 

Gillian Franklin (excused) 

Guests and Visitors Present Jennifer Cummins (CHA), Nancy Griffith (CHA), Linda Tuzzolino (CFMC), Aaron 

Williams (APIC Rep,St. Joseph Hospital), Kate Kiefert (CORHIO) 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

 

MOTION 
 

 

 
 

MOTION CARRIED 

Cindy Thistel presented the draft minutes from the March 26, 2013, meeting of the 

Colorado Health Facility Acquired Infections Advisory Committee.   

 

MOVED BY PEGGY SABELL, SECONDED BY COLLEEN CASACELI TO 

APPROVE THE DRAFT MINUTES FROM THE MARCH 26, 2013 

MEETING OF THE COLORADO HEALTH FACILITY ACQUIRED 

INFECTIONS ADVISORY COMMITTEE. 

 

MOTION PASSED 
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Committee Membership Update 

Karen Rich 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

MOTION 
 

MOTION CARRIED 

 Tamara Hoxworth updated everyone on what’s going on at the department. 

 The Grant Application was completed and submitted, to include funds for more 

validation studies. 

 HFEMS is hiring an HAI specialist and more people to support the validation 

process. 

 The Collaboration with InterMountain ESRD Network to develop a Dialysis 

Patient Education Toolkit continues and is being Pilot Tested in 10 facilities. 

 Reported that Karen and Rosine have just completed the Hip/Knee validation. 

 Spring semi-annual bulletin released this month, CLABSI in Long Term Acute 

Care Hospitals. 

 Karen Presented Dede de Percin a certificate of appreciation for years of service 

to the committee. 

 Cindy Thistel, chairperson, will reach her first term limit in January, 2014. 

Discussion ensued regarding recommendations for keeping Cindy on as 

chairperson or finding someone else to take the position. After discussion of 

mandates including committee by-laws, it was determined that Cindy could stay 

as chairperson if agreed upon by committee.  

  

 Paul Poduska motioned that Cindy be allowed to continue as chairperson 

with Peggy SaBell as co-chair. Motion seconded by Colleen Casaceli. 

 Motion Passed 

Hip/Knee Validation Project 

Update 

Rosine Angbanzan 

Rosine presented findings of the Hip/Knee validation study.  

 25 facilities were visited and 348 charts were reviewed. 

 No over reporting or underreporting found 

 Some IPs have misinterpreted the definition of trauma and/or their coding of 

trauma and automated downloads. 

 Recommendations:  

- In order to account for trauma mismatch, facilities can ask the question in 

the OR: Is this surgery related to injury? If so, does it make it trauma? 

_    Also, can this be Pilot tested? Cindy Thistel said she would do this using    

the MEDITEC system. 

_    Dr. Young will talk with their data analyst to determine if they can cross-

link.  

- What are the financial limitations for facilities?  Unknown at this time.  

- Continue to educate the IPs during validation and as needed to obtain 

accurate information since trauma is a required field on the NHSN SSI form 

for certain types of procedures. 

CLABSI Reporting Protocols 
 Karen Rich 

 Karen and Rosine will begin a new CLABSI validation study in July. The study 

mirrors the CDC’s recommended CLABSI protocol for 2012. Data will be 

reviewed for positive blood cultures in select facilities for all 4 quarters of 2012 

with random selection of medical records per protocol. 

NH Annual Report and CDPHE 

Annual Report 

Karen Rich 

 Karen presented the New Hampshire Annual Report for comparison with the 

CDPHE Annual Report. 

 NH Report used the “snapshot” of one facility with all HAI represented for that 

facility on one page. The current format in the CDPHE report aggregates 

facilities and data for each type of HAI. Discussion ensued as to the possibility 

of changing the CDPHE format for easier consumer understanding and clarity. 

Committee will review and provide further comment at next meeting.  
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Focus Groups 

Jennifer Cummins (CHA) 

 

 

 Jennifer discussed the use of focus groups to understand the needs of patients in 

the hospital setting and which hospitals in Colorado might be better to obtain 

the best picture. Data from CHA’s earlier focus groups might be too old to 

useful and did not clearly focus on the same needs of this committee.  

 Suggested information needed: patient decision-making and the use of patient 

decision making aids. 

 It was suggested that someone from the Center for Improving Value in 

Healthcare (CIVHC) speak at our next committee meeting. Karen will extend an 

invitation, if appropriate. 

Updates from Committee 

Members/New Developments 

Kate Kiefort, Paul Poduska 

 Kate reported on the first 90 days of the Health Information Exchange Program 

and website and information available. The program has gone live at 28 

hospitals, numerous physician offices, Lab Corp, and 9News Health Fair. Patient 

engagement has been successful, patient portals offer support in health 

questions, screenings, and lab results. 

 Paul reported the new change to email addresses for all University Health 

facilities after the merger. Should end with UCHealth.org. 

 

 

ADOURNMENT 
 

The meeting adjourned at 3:35PM. 

The next meeting will be June 25, 2013, 2-4p in C1A. 

 


